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• Why build a national phenology network? 

• A framework for capacity 

 Protocols 

 Database 

 User interface (Nature's Notebook) 

 Data products 

• Data product development and delivery framework 

 
Outline 



Science, management, decision-making, policy 

Enquist et al., Intl J Biomet 2014 
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• Easy to observe 
 

• Sensitive to environmental 
variation 
 

• Links to populations, 
communities, ecosystems and 
ecosystem services 
 

• Scales from 'leaf to globe' 

Phenology is… 

 
Why build a national phenology network? 



Willis et al. 2008 PNAS 
Moller et al. 2008 PNAS 

Willis et al. 2010 PLOS Biology 
Ozgul et al. 2010 Nature  

Hulme 2011 New Phyt. 
Cleland et al. 2012 Ecology 

Wolkovich et al. 2013 Am J Bot 
Polgar et al. 2014 New Phyt 

Change in phenology 

C
ha

ng
e 

in
 p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
 

(a
bu

nd
an

ce
, d

is
tr

ib
ut

io
n)

 

0 

+ 

Decreasing 

Pied Flycatcher 

Increasing 

Purple loosestrife 

 
Why build a national phenology network? 



USA-NPN serves science and society by collecting, 
organizing and distributing phenological information to aid 
decision-making and adaptation to variable climates and 

changing environments.  

USA-NPN 5-year Strategic Plan 
www.usanpn.org/pubs/reports 

Ganguly et al. 2010 

Mean growing season length (d) 2001-2006 

Betancourt et al. in prep 

Large fires in western US 
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Adapted from K.B. Jones et al. 2010 

Adapted from CENR-OSTP 

Remote 
sensing 

Intensive science sites 

Extensive observation sites 

Volunteer networks 

 
A Framework for Capacity 

http://www.fws.gov/
http://www.neoninc.org/
http://www.obfs.org/


Standard Protocols 

National Phenology Database 

Data Products 

Non-standard or 
Historical data 

 
A Framework for Capacity 

http://www.neoninc.org/
http://www.fws.gov/


 
Standard Protocols 

• Organism-based 
- status (presence/absence) 

- abundance or intensity 

• Standard protocols 
- 1,000+ species (plant+animal) 

- vetted & published 
- version control 
- "cross-walks" 

• Web services 

Denny et al., Intl J Biomet 2014 

Carolyn Enquist 



• Uses standard protocols 
• Web & mobile apps 
• > 20 contributing groups 
• >5,000 active observers 
• > 7,000 active sites 
• Local to national campaigns 
• QA/QC documented 
• 15 data pubs to date 

• usanpn.org/pub/results 

A ground-based, multi-taxa, national-scale observing system 

 
www.usanpn.org/natures_notebook OMB Control #: 1028-0103 



 
National Phenology Database 

www.usanpn.org/results/data 

Data, metadata, documentation freely available 



 
Outline 

• Why build a national phenology network? 

• A framework for capacity 

 Protocols 

 Database 

 User interface (Nature's Notebook) 

 Data products 

• Data product development and delivery framework 



 
Data Products 

Phenology status 
data 

Phenometrics 

Climate and meteorological data 

Phenology models 

Gridded maps & datasets 
- past, present, future 

Short term forecasts 
- 10 day (NWF) 
- 1-3 month (atm circ) 

Gerst et al., 2015; www.usanpn.org/pubs/reports 

Remotely sensed 
data 

Integrated 
datasets 



 
Phenology Status Data:  Sites 

2009 - May 2015 



 
Phenology Status Data:  Records 



www.usanpn.org/fws/vdo Results provisional 

 
Phenometrics:  Calendars 



 
Phenology Models:  Time Series 

data.globalchange.gov/report/indicator-start-of-spring 



2014 

Ault et al. in prep. 

NCEP 

 
Models and Maps:  Projections 

2050 

2080 

CESM RCP 8.5 

CESM RCP 8.5 



Ault et al. in prep. 

 
Models and Maps:  Near Real-Time 

NCEP 

usanpn.org/data/spring 



Ault et al. in prep. usanpn.org/springcast 

 
Models and Maps:  Validation 

NCEP 



Watch this space 

 
Models and Maps:  10-90 Day Forecasts 



MODIS 

Landsat 8 

Field 
Observations 

UAV 

Phenocam 

Browning et al., Front Ecol Environ, 2015 

 
Towards Integrated Datasets:  Monitoring 

http://www.neoninc.org/


J. Brown et al., in development 

a project of the USA-NPN 

 
Towards Integrated Datasets:  Delivery 



• Off-the-shelf capacity for collaborators and projects 

• Standardized protocols facilitate data integration 

• Value-added data products and tools 

• Multi-scale (granular) science information 

• Boundary organization to facilitate collaborations 

• Custom content for partners and projects 

 
USA-NPN provides… 



 

- FSH 1909.12 - Chpt 30 - Monitoring 
○ Plan Monitoring 

Questions, Indicators, Protocols 
∙ Ecological Conditions 
∙  Focal Species 
∙  Climate Change 
∙  Productivity 

○ Broader-scale Monitoring 
 
- FSH 1909.12 - Chpt 40 - Public Participation 

○ Multi-party monitoring 
○ Foster diversity 
○ Leverage existing programs 

 
USA-NPN can help meet… 

fs.usda.gov/detail/planningrule/ 

2012 Planning 
Rule Final 
Directives 



Thank you… 
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